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Nga mihi nui!
Monrad Te Kura Waenga o Tirohanga offers a specialist programme that
is practical and relates to the students’ personal experiences, the wider
community and the modern world.
The programme caters for diverse learners and encourages participation
and engagement. The specialised programme will enable students to
experience new learning opportunities and help them to develop valuable
skills that can be used both now and in the future.

Meet the Staff:

Alex Ayerst
Hard Materials

Belinda Franklin
Art

Hilary Marshall
Food
Team Leader

Jon Clark
Music

Jason Maraku
Mechanics and Engineering

Ian Herkes
Science

Program Overview for Food Technology:
Tirohanga Food program this year will offer many opportunities for students to take concept ideas on
set dishes and foods from trial to production. The program is largely built on practical, hands on
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taking health and safety
in a kitchen into mind. The program offers a wide range of
everyday and new ingredients working with healthy foods and seasonal ingredients. Working with one
key partner but within a larger group, students are encouraged to discuss, listen and share ideas.
New Zealand food websites are used for research that help encourage initial thinking and offer
chances to evaluate the worth of website information available. The dishes on offer are products the
students can remake at home, budget friendly and are actively encouraged to be recreated with flair.
Trial of concept idea to production is a key area for assessment this year.

Programme overview for Mixed-Media Art:
In Mixed-Media Art students will participate in
activities across an exciting range of mediums.
Students will learn elements of art, techniques and
processes. As well as practical skills; their work will
reflect contextual connections to artist models,
history and/or culture. All students are encouraged
to get involved no matter how much experience they
have. They will be using creativity and problemsolving skills to produce their own unique artworks.
Students will need to work well independently but
also be willing to collaborate with others to come up
with different approaches and ideas.

Programme Overview for Science:
The Science programme explores the Chemical and Physical world
through designing and conducting experiments, collecting and
analysing data, making inferences, drawing conclusions and
communicating results. Students learn what characteristics
scientists have that make them successful and also that science
knowledge changes over time.
Students will also explore the Living World, Planet Earth and
Beyond through investigations that focus on classifying, identifying
and using or creating models that help students develop their
science knowledge capabilities.
A variety of hands-on investigations are undertaken that involve
students working collaboratively to develop explanations about the
world they live in.

Programme overview for Mechanics and Engineering:
The Mechanics and Engineering programme offers hands-on learning experiences where students
will engage in coding, designing, engineering, 3D printing, and building.
Students will use equipment such as Spike PRIME robotics kits, 3D printers, and common everyday
tools. They will have opportunities to participate in a range of activities including: Drag and Drop
Coding, SumoBOT robot battles, 3D printing of prototype designs, and creating wood-based
products.
Classes will cater for all ability levels ranging from coding and building beginners, to those with lots
of experience. Those who move through the stages more quickly than others will have the
opportunity to plan, design, and build their own project using the various technologies and hard
materials available to them.

Programme overview for Music:
Music classes cater for all students, from the absolute
beginner to those who are already accomplished players.
They will spend some time looking at online tools for musical
composition and arranging, so that students can explore the
elements of melody, harmony and rhythm to create their own
music.
During their time in the Music Class students will engage and
learn to play as a part of a group through playing along to
relevant and popular tunes. They will learn about the basics
of music reading, as well as the specific playing techniques
across a range of instruments including several different
percussion instruments, keyboards, ukuleles and guitars.

Programme overview for Hard Materials Technology:
In Hard Materials Technology students will operate machinery and
use tools as they progress through the stages of planning and
construction. Students experience a variety of commonly used
techniques when making objects with hard materials.
Students are encouraged to explore many different options rather
than suggesting there is only one way to solve the problem. We
encourage the use of problem-solving briefs that encourage students
to think critically about what they are making. They are encouraged to
work with concepts like functional and aesthetic features, working
diagrams and success criteria.

